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Editors Notes

It seems that | need a time machine. Time seems to fly by and | wonder where it went,
and what | did with it! : -)

A few new updates in this issue. | have recently made arrangements with the family of the
late Mr. Philip Eisnor to make available four sets of his drawings for purchase (the schoo-
ner Bluenose, the schooner Columbia, Pinky schooner Dove and Brigantine Maggie Belle) .
Any of you who have been reading the MSB Journal from its early days know that Philip
was my mentor until his timely passing last February. So it is with great honor that | am
able to make these drawings available again for modelers around the world (see later in
this issue for more details).

The MSB Journal

Next, 16d |ike to announce B i s

,,,,,,,,,,,,

Welcome to the MSB Journal Website

moving into a new home (www.msbjournal.com).
The MSB Journal is about to go into its third year
of publication. In an effort to make things easier

to manage and organize this will be a great help
on this end allowing me to devote more time to
the MSB Journal. Of course you will still be able to

get it at the Model Ship Builder website as always.

However, you will find that as time goes by the

MSB Journal website will probably be more useful to you if you are looking for content from
past issues. While the website is up and running and you can download current and past
issues there is still a lot to be done there. Be sure to register at the site as some features
will only be accessible to site members in the future.

In an effort to improve the MSB Journal and make it an even better online resource for

model buil ders we are seeking the assistance of you th
tively looking for ongoing content contributors. Because our main reading audience is the

beginner and intermediate modeler this leaves a vast array of content that can be covered.

So if you have an interest or desire to help out 1d6d I
me at editor@msbjournal.com.

Okay, enough babblingé. happy sailing!

Winston Scoville
Editor The MSB Journal
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Captain Kidd
Shipwreck Discovered

Communications, at 812  -855 -0084 or traljame@indiana.edu.
Charles Beeker

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. -- Resting in less than 10
feet of Caribbean seawater, the wreckage of
Quedagh Merchant, the ship abandoned by the
scandalous 17th century pirate Captain William

&
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Kidd as he raced to New York in anill -fated at- . . . ]

IU marine protection authority Charles Beeker exam-
tempt to clear his name, has escaped discovery - ines possible wreckage from Capt. Kidd's Quedagh
- until now. Merchant

An underwater archaeology team from Indiana University announced today (Dec. 13) the
discovery of the remnants. IU marine protection authority Charles Beeker said his team
has been licensed to study the wreckage and to convert the site into an underwater pre-
serve, where it will be accessible to the public.

Beeker, director of Academic Diving and Underwater Science Programs in IU Bloomington's
School of Health, Physical Education and Recreation, said it is remarkable that the wreck
has remained undiscovered all these years given its location, just 70 feet off the coast of
Catalina Island in the Dominican Republic, and because it has been sought actively by
treasure hunters.

"I've been on literally thousands of ship-
wrecks in my career," Beeker said. "This
is one of the first sites I've been on where
| haven't seen any looting. We've got a
shipwreck in crystal clear, pristine water
that's amazingly untouched. We want to
keep it that way, so we made the an-
nouncement now to ensure the site's pro-
tection from looters."

The find is valuable because of the poten-
tial to reveal important information about
piracy in the Caribbean and about the leg-

Underwater Writing 1U anthropology doctoral student
Fritz Hanselmann documents one of the "great guns" as endary Capt. Kidd, said John Foster, Cali-

described by Captain Kidd fornia's state underwater archaeologist,
who is participating in the research.
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"l look forward to a meticulous study of the ship, its age, its armament, its construction,

its use, its contents and the reconstructed wrecking process that resulted in the site we
see today," Foster said. "Because there is extensive, written documentation, this is an op-
portunity we rarely have to test historic information against the archaeological record.”

Historians differ on whether Kidd was actually a pirate or a
privateer -- someone who captured pirates. After his convic-
tion of piracy and murder charges in a sensational London
trial, he was left to hang over the River Thames for two

years.

Historians write that Kidd captured the Quedagh Merchant,
loaded with valuable satins and silks, gold, silver and other
East Indian merchandise, but left the ship in the Caribbean

as he sailed to New York on a less conspicuous sloop to clear
his name of the criminal charges.

Anthropologist Geoffrey Conrad, director of IU Bloomington's
Mathers Museum of World Cultures, said the men Kidd en-

Captain William Kidd 1645

trusted with his ship reportedly looted it, and then set it ablaze and adrift down the Rio
Dulce. Conrad said the location of the wreckage and the formation and size of the canons,
which had been used as ballast, are consistent with historical records of the ship. They also

found pieces of several anchors under the cannons.

-1701

"All the evidence that we find underwater is consis-
tent with what we know from historical documenta-
tion, which is extensive," Conrad said. "Through rig-
orous archeological investigations, we will conclu-
sively prove that this is the Capt. Kidd shipwreck."

The U team examined the shipwreck at the request
of the Dominican Republic's Oficina Nacional De
Patrimonio Cultural Subacuético.

"The site was initially discovered by a local promi-
nent resident of Casa De Campo, who recognized
the significance of the numerous cannons and re-
quested the site be properly investigated," said
ONPCS Technical Director Francis Soto. "So, | con-
tacted IU."

Beeker and Conrad have worked closely with ONPCS
for 11 years since they began conducting underwa-
terand land -based archaeological research related

Pirate Photo by: Howard Pyle for Book of Pirates to the era when the Old World and New World first
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