August 2009

www.modelshipbuilder.com



August 2009

The MSB Journal
ISSN 1913 -6943
August 2009

© www.modelshipbuilder.com

All articles published in The MSB Journal are
covered under international copyright laws.

This newsletter may be re  -distributed freely as long as it remains,
whole, intact and un  -altered. We also urge you to print a copy for your

workshop or reading area.

Published by
www.modelshipbuilder.com

On the Cover

The new Model Ship Builder Logo

How to Contact The MSB Journal
By email: editor@msbjournal.com
By Snail -Mail

ModelShipBuilder.com
c/o Winston Scoville
2 St Charles Place RR5
Clinton, Ontario, NOM 1L0
Canada

Article / Content Contributions

Please submit all article and content
contributions to:

editor@msbjournal.com

www.modelshipbuilder.com
2



mailto:msbjournal@modelshipbuilder.com

Table of Contents

Editors Notes
From the Files of ShipWreck Central
The International Code of Signals

The Whaleboat Project Update

RNLB Thomas McCunn an ongoing project by Mike Pendlebury

The Half Moon Model & A 400th anniversary build

The Battle Station Project Update

The Book Nook

Model Ship Builder  website transition update

On the Workbench

Back on the Drawing Board 8 The Matthew
The Schooner Bluenose & a new online build
Badges: Heraldry of Canadian Naval Ships
Contributors Pictures

Nautical Trivia

Errors and Omissions from previous issue

Modeling Clubs

www.modelshipbuilder.com

3

August 2009

10

12

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

26

31

32



August 2009

Editors Notes

Wow! That was a really quick month. Now if we could only make the winter months go by
that quick. Even better, if we could make the entire winter go by that quick it would be
awesome! : -)

I 61 1 make this quick so you
the MSB Journal.

ading

There are a number of project updates in this issue,
from past projects to upcoming new projects hap-
pening at Navy Board Models. Be sure to check
them out.

I 6d |i ke to make mention of nose

build because there is currently a special price 5 —

available on the plans until the 15th of August. This With little communities like this scattered

should prove to be a great POF build of the original across to coat of Newfoundland its not hard to

Bluenose see why | candét wait) to move home!
I also have some material that | just didnét have ti me

ished moving so it took up a lot of my time at the end of the month. | will try to get caught
up in the next issue.

In the last page of the Journal | have started a section for modeling clubs. If you would like

your club listed here please let me know. There is no charge for this and a great way to get

word out about your <cl ub. |l 6ve also set up a similar t
site. So, any site added here or there will be added to both lists.

Okay, | think | have the basics covered.
Happy Modeling

Winston Scoville
www.modelshipbuilder.com
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From the Files of ShipWreck Central

This month we thought
something a little different from the Files
of ShipWreck Central.

In September of 1925 the Navy Bureau

of Aeronautics, with Admiral William A.
Moffett as its chief, recommended a com-
prehensive program of rigid airship de-
velopment. This plan called for the con-
struction of two large rigid airships and a
West Coast LTA base. The navy's General
Board was less enthusiastic, however,

and when the matter was referred to

them they recommended only one rigid
airship, and only if the funds were pro-
vided outside the navy's normal appropriations.

USS Macon

This token nod to the rigid airship was unacceptable to Admiral Moffett who in response

had a House bill introduced which called for a replacement ship to be built with funds from
the regular navy budget. Congressional hearings followed and resulted in the navy's Five
Year Aircraft Program, which included authorization for two large rigids, becoming law on
June 24th, 1926. Appropriations, however, were not made available until 1927. In that

year design submissions for a large rigid airship scout were requested. The winner of the
competition was Goodyear -Zeppelin's entry. They would go on to build one more airship,
the USS Macon.

Last Voyage

During the early evening of February 12, 1935, while returning to Moffett Field from an op-
eration over the ocean, USS Macon encountered a storm off Point Sur, California. A violent
gust tore off her upper fin, causing damage that soon brought her down into the sea. She
sank into deep Pacific water, effectively ending the Navy's controversial, and trouble
plagued, program of rigid airship operations.

MATIOMNAL
GECGRAPHIC
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The International Code of Signals

by Gene Bodnar

white, or plain blue are best.

These interesting fac

ts

International Code of Signals, which has been in

place since 1857 but has been revised on sev-
eral occasions to include many languages, with
the most recent revision adopted on January 1,
1969, which solidified the signal lexicon in its
modern form.

There are 40 flags in the code that include 26
l etters, 10 number s,
answering flag (to confirm that a grouping was
received). The flags for the letters appear to
the right:

The 26 letters each have a meaning of their
own, as follows:

Alpha i Diver down, or keep clear.

Bravo i Dangerous cargo.

Charlie 7 Yes/affirmative.

Delta 7 Keep clear; | am having trouble ma-
neuvering.

Echo i Altering course to starboard.

Foxtrot i Disabled.

Golf 7 Need a pilot.

and

6

ar

Did you know that there are only five
colors that can be easily distinguished at
sea? They are red, blue, yellow, black,
and white. All other colors cannot be
seen as easily at sea.

Did you also know that these colors can-
not be mixed indiscriminately and still be
easily distinguished at sea? For exam-
ple, if you are using two colors, it is
much easier, for clarity, to see red and
white, yellow and blue, blue and white,
or black and white. Furthermore, if you are using only a single color, plain red, plain
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Hotel i Have a pilot.

India T Altering course to port.

Juliet T On fire, keep clear, or | am sending a message by semaphore.
Kilo 7 Desire to communicate.

Lima T Urgent, stop!

Mike 1 | am stopped/My engines are off, or | have a doctor on board.
November i No/Negative.

Oscar T Man overboard.

Papa 1 Prepare to leave, all aboard.

Quebec T Request pratique.

Romeo i You may feel your way past me (Take the lead).

Sierra 7 Engines going full speed astern.

Tango i Do not pass ahead of me.

Uniform i You are heading into danger.

Victor 1 |require assistance (not urgent).

Whiskey 1 | require medical assistance

X-ray 1 Stop your intentions and watch for my signal.

Yankee 1 | am dropping anchor, or | am carrying mail.

Zulu T 1require a tug.

The real power of this system of flag codes is their use with multiple -flags. Two -flag
groups are used for distress and maneuvering signals. Three -flag groups are points of the
compass, relative bearings, standard times, verbs, punctuation, and general code and de-

code signals. Four -flags are used for geographical signals, names of ships, bearings, etc.

Five -flag signals are used when necessary to indicate cardinal directions in latitude and

longitude signals. Seven  -flags are for longitude signals containing more than one hundred
degrees.

A sampling of two  -flag groups appears below:

AC - | am abandoning my vessel (and taking the time to hoist flags about it?).
AN - | need a doctor.

BR - | require a helicopter.

CD - I require immediate assistance.

DV - | am drifting.

EF - SOS/MAYDAY has been canceled (I now have time to hoist flags?).

FA - Will you give me my position?

GW - Man overboard. Please take action to pick him up (Flag signalman is okay).
JL - You are running the risk of going aground.

LO - I am not in my correct position (used by a light vessel).

NC - | am in distress and require immediate assistance.

PD - Your navigation lights are not visible (But hopefully you can see my flags).
PP - Keep well clear of me

QD - | am going ahead.

QT - | am going astern.

QQ - I require health clearance.

www.modelshipbuilder.com
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QU - Anchoring is prohibited.

QX - I request permission to anchor.

RU - Keep clear of me; | am maneuvering with difficulty.

SO - You should stop your vessel instantly.

UM - The harbor is closed to traffic.

UP - Permission to enter harbor is urgently requested. | have an emergency.

YZ - I'm going to spell a word with my next set of flags.

ZD1 - Please report me to the Coast Guard, New York

ZD2 - Please report me to Lloyds, London.

ZL - Your signal has been received but not understood (to which a wiseass would reply, "ZL").

Of course, you may never see these flags except at fleet parades, or around naval installa-
tions, or near areas with heavy international shipping traffic, but if you ever do see them,
youol | understand some of the i mportant facts behind t

www.modelshipbuilder.com
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Project Update

A Navy Board Models POF Project
www.navyboardmodels.com

Another project is off the ground at Navy Board Models ( www.navyboardmodels.com

August 2009

eboat o

)-

Headed up by Gene Bodnar the Whaleboat project got under way at the end of June.

Unfortunately (fortunate for Gene),

Gene was away at the time of this writ-

ing visiting the Battle of Plattsborgh

Museum in Plattsburgh, New York so |

di dndét get a chance t
update from him.

Currently after removing the hull from
the building jig the builders are in the
process of framing boat.

You learn more about how to partici-
pate in this online build by going to the
Navy Board Models website
(www.navyboardmodels.com).

www.modelshipbuilder.com
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The RNLB Thomas
McCunn

An Ongoing

Project by

Mike Pendlebury

I know Mike was in the process of researching this project when | contacted him this
month, so | wasndét expecting to see that he had alread
Lets just say that Mikes no slacker! : -)

Here the building board has been
checked for flatness, cleaned down
and the centre and station lines
drawn .

A full size print of the hull profile has

been made and glued onto the ply
which will be used for the spine of the
keel.

www.modelshipbuilder.com
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After cutting out the keel the
doublers were added to the
centre section and it was then
mounted in position ensuring
that it was kept vertical and
not allowed to twist. This will
now remain in these blocks/
supports until the hull is
framed and becomes a rigid
structure ready for planking.

August 2009

All the formers have also been
cut out ready for finishing to
size, aft body on the left and
fore body on the right. The red
line around the sections is the
amount to be removed with the
disc sander to allow for the dou-
ble diagonal planking.

See the next issue for more updates from Mike

www.modelshipbuilder.com
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The Half Moon

a work in progress By Maritime Artist Rex Stewart

The Half Moon, (originally called the Halve Maen), was commissioned on March 25, 1609
for the Dutch East India Company. The company hired Hudson, an Englishman, to search
for a passageway between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. He thought he had found that
passageway when he sailed up the river that was later named for him.

In making his trip up the river, Hudson claimed the area for the Dutch and opened the land
for settlers who followed. His voyage came 10 years before the Pilgrims landed at Ply-
mouth Rock.

With the 400th anniversary of this trip upon us this year we are happy to bring you some

pictures of a build of the Half Moon in progress by renowned maritime artist. Rex Stewart.

Over the next issue or two wedll be bringing you pictu
is able to make pictures available to us.

The model Rex is now building is a 1/206=16 (1:24) scal
to be used in a diorama. | will most definitely follow up with Rex and give you more infor-
mation in the next issue.

First comes some pictures early on in the build. Rex used a less conventional

method for his construction on this model using foamcore for his initial framing
stating that it was less time consuming and provided for better lines.

www.modelshipbuilder.com
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These next pictures show the model a |little further on

www.modelshipbuilder.com
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Be sure to join us in the next issue as we bring you the next update to Rex Stewarts 1:24
scale build of the Half Moon.

Al s o, dondt forget to check out the Contributors pictu

The Batavia.

What is this? from the last issue

Only two people managed to get this one. It is the Mary Rose

www.modelshipbuilder.com
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